
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 24th January 2024 (carried over from 17 January due to Power Cut)

Hellifield Village Institute – Main Hall
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and Wayne Harding, Clerk Julie Sleath, District Councillor Simon Myers.
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8 Nov 2023 were approved and signed.

2. Apologies received from PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman 
3. To record members’ interests: no members interests reported
4. Public Participation: no public attendance
5. Village Matters 

5.1 No reports of anti-social behaviour

5.2 NYCC Police update received from PCSO Jayne Grace for period of November and December:

Theft of Parcel from doorstep on Station Court and of generator from Malham Road. Three reports of anti-social behaviour including playing ‘knock a door run’ and parking on the pavement on the main road outside Victoria Bldgs. Three road traffic accidents, 2 on the A65 and 1 on Gisburn Road. One broken down vehicle. One cause for concern with a person sleeping in a vehicle. One crime of violence and one for Fraud on Facebook Marketplace. 

5.3  list of Clerk’s actions from last meeting were supplied and included: room bookings for 2024 meetings;  submission of VAT claim; review of allotment fees and vacancies, and tree survey costs; VAS preparation, funds review and equipment ordering; VAS grant offer letter request completed for Locality Budget; consideration of chasing abandoned Land Rover outside GP surgery; website updated with Settle in Need support available for Hellifield residents; NYC Waste forum added to Facebook; Salaries and payment schedules completed for Nov and Dec with relevant invoices paid; arranged for Christmas Lights to be erected and the Christmas event to take place and be advertised; investigated invoice for lights on L&Y terrace and Skipton Road; considerable preparation for precept and submission of details to NYC.  
Reporting of the following to relevant departments at NYC: overflowing dog bins; underpass lights out /request cleaning; environmental issue with rubbish storage on Haw Grove; faulty pedestrian crossing lights at both ends of village; flooding of grate outside Aherne’s and pavement subsiding on Gisburn Road outside Aherne’s; pot holes on Back Lane; erosion of the beck between the electric substation and the road to Park Place/Park Crescent; car charging wires across pavement on Coppice Lane
5.4 reviewed Bench installation and agreed to contact a further local labourer in attempt to complete
6. Council Matters
6.1 VAS update – VAS ordered with an expected 10 week run in period. Installation expected in Marc
7. Report from District Councillor Simon Myers: The last few weeks of the old and the first few weeks of  the New Year have been taken up with preparation for the Budget for 2024/5.

There are considerable inflationary pressures on the Council as a result of wage rises and energy costs etc. Overall the average inflationary costs for the Council last year were running at 8%.

The real pressures, as ever, come from the Social Care and SEND budgets. These are historic problems caused by long term underfunding and increasing demand. As an illustration of costs which we must meet, the average cost of care for our elderly residents with complex needs is £150,000 annually, but this is dwarfed by an individual needs cost of one resident which cost nearly £1 million. The current raft of savings, some £47 million, have been identified as causing very little or no alterations to front line services and delivery. In my portfolio we have identified 16% in savings without any reduction in services. Plainly however there is more to do and we still face an increasing deficit. We do believe that there are £30 million or so savings which will be made over the next 3 years elsewhere and so have some confidence that we will be able to keep solvent.

Council Tax probably will and in my view, should, be increased this year by the maximum of 2.9% plus the 2% for Social Care. No one wants to increase Council Tax and particularly when inflation and increased interest rates have hit many of our residents. But it would be irresponsible of us not to do all that we can to keep the Council solvent and able to deliver for our residents. To me what must be avoided is the ‘Birmingham’ scenario, where S114 is declared, services are slashed, assets sold and the Council then seeks to increase Council Tax by 20% over 2 years. I suppose it is obvious, but with inflationary costs to the Council running at roughly 8%, even the maximum overall increase of 4.9% doesn’t solve it.

We have completed the NY Leisure Review and the Executive has agreed to the recommendation that we bring all provision across NY ‘in house’ over the next 4 years. This gives us the best chance to restructure and sort out the problem areas and may allow the Council in the future to pursue a different model, outsourced, or an arm’s length company, once there is a cohesive service. We will now begin to look at an investment programme.

NY is working with the Trustees of Settle Swimming Pool to try and help them to get out of their current financial troubles.

I am pleased to see that my grant for the VAS sign has gone through and hopefully this will be installed before too long.
Cllr Myers also confirmed that extra Gritting Bins could be made available, this would need volunteers to spread and would need to identify sites for the bins. NYC policy is to NOT grit pavements.
8. Correspondence: 
8.1 Correspondence from NYC re Home Upgrade Grant. Details posted on Website and FB
8.2 NYC correspondence re HPC taking over grass cutting from NYC at locations through the Village. Chairman Sleath proposed HPC decline this offer as it would be too costly, and would also incur additional time and administrative expense. Cllr Hills seconded. All voted in favour. 

8.3 NY Gov notification of application for changes to public access rights on Haw Lane. Discussed - Access to traffic is likely to cause damage to the environment, there is no historic precedence for this and appears to be no need or requirement for this to be passed. Objection to be raised. See Planning Items below at 11.d.
8.4 PCSO Julia Runciman has proposed a monthly ‘drop-in’ surgery initiative or ‘Police Hub’ as a service to the community. It was felt by all that this was a good idea, and an opportunity for residents to connect with the police.  Chairman Sleath proposed that this be accepted and the room booking funded by HPC. Seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour.  
9. Street Lighting: several random faults identified with both sets of pedestrian crossing lights. Continue to be reported to Highways.
10. Highways:  Back Lane potholes need reporting again to NY Highways. This road gets plenty of use for access to the car park. Blocked drain at Aherne’s and the dropped pavement issue on Gisburn Road to be re-reported. Main Lay by has several huge potholes and the door to the Bin has dropped off to report. 
11. Planning items: 
a. Application No: ZA23/25454/FUL Date Valid: 24th October 2023 Planning Approved Proposal: Change of use of two first floor office units (Use Class E) to form a one bedroom apartment (Use Class C3) Location: Craven House, Craven Terrace, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4EP
b. Application No: ZA23/25399/HH Date Valid: 9th October 2023 Planning Approved Proposal: Replacement fences and gated ingress/egress to the east garden boundary. Location: 8 Coppice Lane, Hellifield BD23 4JW 
c. Application No: ZA23/25298/FUL Date Valid: 24th August 2023 Planning Approved Proposal: Change of use of existing commercial property (cafe) and first floor flat to form two semi-detached dwellings Location: Ribbledene, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HX
d. Informal Consultation: CRA/2007/39/DMMO and CRA/2020/02/DMMO – N Yorks Council has received two applications for an Order to modify the Definitive Map and Statement of public rights of way along Langber Lane, Dacre Lane and Haw Lane, by amending the status of the currently-recorded Footpaths and Unclassified Roads to Bridleway / Byway Open to All Traffic
e. Application Number: ZA24/25631/TPO Proposal: Areas A, B, C as shown on plan. Ash trees all bordering A65 have die back. On safety grounds, all trees marked need to be removed. A replanting programme will be put in place after felling. Location: Gallaber Park, BD23 4QF
12. Finance - 

a) Payments and receipts schedules for November and December 2023 approved and signed.
b) Lloyds Bank signatories need to be changed to include Cllr Harding

c) To approve and complete application to Lloyds Bank for authority to obtain a Business Debit Card for authorised users, subject to Business Debit Card Ts and Cs (due to complexity postponed)
13. To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
Exposed pipe on the bank of the Beck near the Electricity Substation to be reported again (Environment Agency) with clear picture supplied by Cllr Harding
The meeting concluded at:  20:15 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – Jan 2024
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………..

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………..

Date ………………………….


